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© Slider pull tab for slide fastener. 

© A slider pull tab (10) for slide fastener is dis- 
closed, which comprises a clamper portion (19) 
formed from a metallic material and a finger-grip 
portion (20) connected thereto, the finger-grip portion 
(20) being formed from a transparent or semi-trans- 
parent synthetic resin into a tongue-like web and 
including at least in part a transparent see-through 
region (20b) and a decorative region (20a) engraved 
in the lower surface (20d) of the finger portion (20). 



00 
CO 

*t 

0) 
<0 
CO 



13 



FIG.l 



16 P /-12 



-18 



10 




20 



G3S??S>3>3*5 



19 



-20b 



20a 

-20c 

20b 



Xerox Copy Centre 



i 

i 

1 EP 0 369 438 A1 2 



SLIDER PULL TAB FOR SLIDE FASTENER 



This invention relates to sliders for slide fasten- 
ers and more particularly to a pull tab operatively 
associated with such a slider for opening and clos- 
ing the slide fastener. 

Slide fasteners have found wide application as 
a convenient means of opening and closing compli- 
ant garment articles and bags. The types and de- 
signs of slide fasteners have been contrived so as 
to be compatible with the various design and or- 
namental features that evolve from time to time in 
the garment products to which the slide fasteners 
are applied. Due to their functional limitations, how- 
ever, slide fasteners per se warrant only little modi- 
fication or changes in their basic construction and 
configuration. Therefore, the most practical ap- 
proach which has prevailed thus far was to provide 
slide fastener component parts such as stringer 
tapes, fastener elements and sliders with certain 
colors acceptable to the specification of each par- 
ticular garment or bag item. Advanced notion has 
recently been embodied in the ornamental design 
of slider pull tabs which represents compatibility 
with the particular garment article to which the slide 
fastener is applied. A pull tab for slider is relatively 
small in size but visually stands out very much like 
a pendant, and it can be widely varied in both 
structural and ornamental designs. Slider pull tabs 
may be formed from metals, plastics material or 
artificial leather and shaped into different design 
configurations, engraved, sculptured in relief or oth- 
erwise decorated. 

There have been proposed many such deco- 
rative contrivances in the art, but most of them still 
have a little more to be desired to meet with the 
trend of highly fashionable garment articles. 

The present invention seeks to provide a slider 
pull tab for slide fastener which incorporates means 
of providing enhanced aethetic appeal thereby con- 
tributing to greater ornamental attractiveness of a 
given garment article to which the slide fastener is 
applied. 

The invention has been achieved basically by 
the use of a transparent or semi-transparent ma- 
terial for a slider pull tab. It has however been 
found that no significant improvement is expected 
by merely applying such transparent material to a 
plate-like pull tab body which is formed mostly flat 
to facilitate finger-grip movement of the slider. 

According to the present invention, there is 
provided a slider pull tab for slide fastener which 
comprises a clamper portion and a finger-grip por- 
tion connected thereto by means, characterized in 
that the finger-grip portion is formed from a trans- 
parent synthetic resin and includes at least in part 
a transparent see-through region and a decorative 



region engraved in the lower surface of the finger 
portion. 

The invention will now be described in detail 
with reference to the accompanying drawings 
5 which illustrate by way of example some preferred 
embodiments. Like reference numerals refer to like 
or corresponding parts throughout the several 
views. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a slider pull tab 
10 embodying the invention, with a slider body in- 
dicated in phantom line; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional 
view taken on the line ll-ll of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of a modified form of 
15 slider pull tab according to the invention; and 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal cross-sectional 
view taken on the like IV-IV of Figure 3. 

Referring now to the drawings and Figure 1 in 
particular, there is shown a slider pull tab 10 em- 

20 bodying the invention which is operatively asso- 
ciated with a slider 1 1 for moving the latter recipro- 
cally to open and close a slide fastener (not 
shown). The slider 11 indicated in phantom line is 
conventional, comprising a slider body 12 including 

25 an upper wing member 13 and a lower wing mem- 
ber 14 joined together at one of their respective 
ends and defining therebetween a guide channel 
15 for the passage of slide fastener stringers. A 
support lug 16 formed on the upper wing men~iber 

30 13 has an opening 17 in which a connector ring 18 
is received for pivotal movement of the pull tab 10. 

The slider pull tab 10 comprises a clamper 
portion 19 and a finger-grip portion 20 connected 
thereto in a manner hereinafter to be described. 

35 The clamper portion 19 is formed from a suit- 
able metallic material into a generally rectangular 
block which has an elongate slot 19a extending 
longitudinally of the pull tab 10 and a window 19b 
formed in the lower surface of the block in commu- 

40 nication with the slot 19a. 

The finger-grip portion 20 is formed from a 
transparent or semi-transparent synthetic resin into 
a generally tongue-like web which increases in 
thickness progressively toward its free end op- 

45 posite to the clamper portion 19. The transparent 
or semi-transparent synthetic resin forming the web 
or finger-grip portion 20 of the pull tab 10 may be 
selected suitably from the group of acryl resin, 
polycarbonate resin, nylon resin and the like. The 

so finger-grip portion 20 includes a decorative region 
20a which occupies the majority of the finger-grip 
portion 20, upper and lower transparent see- 
through regions 20b located on opposite ends of 
the decorative region 20a and an opaque marginal 
region 20c formed on the upper surface of the 
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finger-grip portion 20 and surrounding the deco- 
rative and transparent regions (20a) and (20b). The 
opaque region 20C may be formed from synthetic 
resins which are similar to those for the finger-grip 
portion 20 but which are importantly non-transpar- 5 
ent to accentuate contrast with the decorative re- 
gion 20a and the transparent regions 20b. 

The finger-grip portion 20 is formed preferably 
by means of biaxial injection-molding in which a 
lower half of the portion 20 including the decorative w 
region 20a and the transparent regions 20b is first 
formed, followed by superimposed injection 
thereover of a non-transparent resinous material. 

The non-transparent region 20c may be alter- 
natively provided in the form of lines traversing the is 
center of the finger-grip portion 20 visually bifurcat- 
ing the latter. 

The decorative region 20a is formed by en- 
graving a suitable design pattern or mark in the 
lower surface 20d of the finger-grip portion 20 as 20 
presently illustrated whereby there is produced a 
light-reflective, stereographic effect to make the 
pull tab 10 highly ornamentally attractive. This ef- 
fect is further enhanced by the provision of the 
non-transparent marginal region 20c bordering the 25 
finger-grip portion 20. As better shown in Figures 2 
and 4, the pull tab 10 has a snap lock prong 21 
formed integrally at one of its ends and adapted to 
engage snappingly in the window 19b of the clam- 
per portion 19 when the pull tab 10 is inserted in 50 
place through the slot 19a. At the opposite end of 
the pull tab 10 is formed a downwardly projecting 
lug 22 serving as a stop for hook engagement with 
a finger of the pull tab operator to prevent slippage. 

Slip-free provision is also realized by the pres- 35 
©nee of the decorative region 20a which has en- 
graved, hence coarse undersides. Whereas, the 
upper surface 20e of the finger-grip portion 20 
remains flat and smooth. 

Rgures 3 and 4 show a modified form of slider 40 
pull tab which is similar to the pull tab 10 of 
Rgures 1 and 2 except for the exclusion of the 
non-transparent marginal region 20c. Again, the 
location of the transparent see-through regions 20b 
is quite optional and may be only at either of the 45 
upper and lower halves of the pull tab 20. 

The transparent regions 20b may be colorless 
or colored whichever is more preferred in consider- 
ation of the appearance of a particular garment 
article on which the pull tab 10 is used. so 



formed from a transparent synthetic resin and in- 
cludes at least in part a transparent see-through 
region (20b) and a decorative region (20a) en- 
graved in the lower surface (20d) of said finger 
portion (20). 

2. A slider pull tab (10) according to Claim 1 
characterized in that an opaque region (20c) is 
formed on the upper surface of said finger-grip 
portion (20) in surrounding relation to said deco- 
rative region (20a) and said transparent region 
(20b). 

3. A slide pull tab (10) according to Claim 1 
characterized in that said synthetic resin is se- 
lected from the group of aryl, polycarbonate and 
nylon resins. 

4. A slider pull tab (10) according to Claim 1 
characterized in that said means is a snap lock 
prong (21) formed at one end of said finger-grip 
portion (20) and engageable in a window (19b) 
formed in the lower surface of said clamper portion 
(19). 

5. A slider pull tab (10) according to Claim 1 
characterized in that a downwardly projecting lug 
(22) is formed at the other end of said finger-grip 
portion (20) opposite to said clamper portion (19). 



Claims 



1. A slider pull tab (10) for slide fastener which 
comprises a clamper portion (19) and a finger-grip 
portion (20) connected thereto by means (19b, 21), 
characterized in that said finger-grip portion (20) is 
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FIG.l FIG.2 
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FIG.3 FIG. 4 
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